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THE OBSTINATE PERVERSENESS OF MEN. 


Jenemian Vili: 5.—They hold fast deceit ; they refuse to return, 


_ Tats solemn accusation was made by the holy and heart-searching 
God, against his professed people. It was delivered by the prophet, in 
the language of Jehovah himself. The message of which this forms 
a part, begins thus ;—“ Moreover thou shalt say unto them, thus saith 
the Lord, shall they fall and not arise? shall he turn away and not 
return?” ‘That is, if a man has made a misstep and fallen, will he 
not immediately endeavor to arise? Will he contentedly lay. prostrate 
on the ground, and give up the object he had in view? If he has 
fallen into a pit, will he not endeavor to get out as speedily as.possi- 
ble? Or, if a man is on a journey and has lost his way, will he not 
return into the right way as soon as he discovers his error? If he has 
turned away into a wrong road, will he not abandon it, and return to 
the right without delay, when he is correctly informed? In such cases 
men are thankful, when their error is pointed out and they are assisted 
in correcting it. 

Why, then, said the Lord, is this people slidden back by a perpetuaj 
backsliding? They hold fast deceit ; they reftise to return. Here was 
a strange case. In regard to duty, the Lord’s people would not act on 
the principles of common prudence and discretion. They had back- 
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slidden and fallen, and would not endeavor to recover themselves, 
They were contented to lie in the dirt and filth of sin. They had 
wandered out of the right way and were in the road to destruction, 
and would not forsake it. When kindly admonished by the Lord him- 
self, they would not return to the right way. They persisted in the 
wrong, knowing it to be the wrong. They held fast deceit and re- 
fused to return. ‘ 

I hearkened and heard, saith the Lord, but they spake not aright; 
no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, what have I done? 
Every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle. 
The great God who had condescended to instruct and warn his peo- 
ple, listened to hear if any among them began to confess and repent; 
—if any began to reflect on his conduct, and to say, what have I done? 
But they spake not aright. They did not come with humble confes- 
sion. They did not cry unto the Lord with deep self-abasement. 
They did not forsake their evil ways; but every one turned to his 
favorite course, and rushed on, heedless of danger, as the ignorant and 
furious horse rusheth into the battle. Such were the professed people 
of God in days of old. 

We live in a brighter age. We enjoy the instructions of the Lord 
from heaven. Our privileges far surpass those which were conferred 
upon the ancient church: and more abundant and precious fruits of 
piety may be expected of us. But, as I apprehend, the same disobe- 
dience, unfaithfulness, and backsliding are to be found in the professed 
people of God now, as in those days, when the prophet Jeremiah wept, 
and warned, and prayed. Let us look at the proof of this; and let us 
not be stiffnecked as they were of old; but solemnly regard the truth 
of God and faithfully apply it to ourselves. The same charge is 
doubtless true to a great extent, concerning professors now, which was 


delivered by the prophet against the Jews. They hold fast deceit, they 
refuse to return. 


1. Professors of religion are guilty of this, when they refuse to re 
pent of their backslidings and neglect of duty. They often acknow- 
ledge that they are imperfect, and sometimes feel that they ought to do 
differently. They go to a religious meeting, and conscience is a little 
aroused, and they perceive that they have no engagedness in religion, 
and nothing of the true spirit of prayer. They know this is wrong. 
But, instead of humbling themselves at once for this sinful departure 
from the Lord, they harden their hearts more and more. They satisfy 
themselves that they are as good as other professors, and perhaps lay 
the blame of their deadness and negligence upon their brethren. They 
think they should not have sunk down into this state of awful declen- 
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sion, if others had not done the same. Ah, brethren, do you flatter 
yourselves that you who know your Master's will, shall be excused 
because others do not perform it? Is the conduct of others the rule 
of duty for you? Be assured, such excuses will avail nothing for your 
justification in the sight of God. He will not ask you what your 
brethren have done, but what you have done/for neglected to do. 

Perhaps you have been saying to yourselves, “'This time of de- 
clension is no good time to repent or reform. We must remain as we 
are, until God pours out his Spirit and revives us.” This is just making 
one sin an excuse for another. And, furthermore, it is an attempt to 
throw off the blame of your continuance in sin from yourselves upon 
the holy God. Is it indeed a time of religious declension? ‘Then it is 
atime which calls for immediate repentance. If you are guilty of 
backsliding, then you should come down with deep self abasement be- 
fore the Lord, and commence within yourself a thorough reformation, 
A fall proportion of the guilt of this declension lies at your door. You 
may not then wait for your brethren; nor have you a right to wait for 
God to impel you to do your duty. To put off repentance in the 
midst of backslidings and negligence, is to hold fast deceit and to re- 
fuse to return. It is to act over the sinful conduct of the Jews, for 
which they were so solemnly reproved. 


2. Professors hold fast deceit and refuse to return, when they disre- 
gard divine reproof and misimprove the means which are employed 
to reform them. A very large proportion of the Bible, and especially 
of the New Testament, is addressed to professed believers. Numerous 
admonitions and reproofs, commands and exhortations are given, to 
guard them from error and to quicken them in duty. Let the halting, 
wavering, slothful christian open the sacred volume, and admonitions 
and awakening instructions will meet his eye on every page. If he 
disregards these and goes on in slothfulness, he holds fast deceit and 
refuses to return. 

The ministry of reconciliation is ene of the most important means 
which God hath instituted for the conversion of sinners and the per- 
fecting of the saints. But how often do faithful ministers, like the 
prophets of old, deliver God’s messages to his people, and show them 
their sins, without inducing them to repent and reform! How often, 
not only on the sabbath, but on other occasions of solemn convocation, 
do they labor to arouse the members of the church and to prevail on 
them to come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty, and see 
these labors resisted and made ineffectual. How often do they stand, 
and plead, and warn in the name of the Lord, before any signs of life 
can be perceived. The slumbers are so profound, they seem like the 
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sleep of death. ‘The love of ease and selfish enjoyment produces such 
an insensibility to spiritual things, that it seems impossible to quicken 
the soul to holy action. When some vigorous efforts are made to break 
up these leaden slumbers, objections and excuses are perhaps started. 
The complaint of turning the world upside down, is again renewed, 
and the call for order is echoed from every dozing professor. O, how 
they hold fast deceit, and refuse to return! ‘The language of their 
hearts is, a little more sleep, a little more slumber, a little more folding 
of the hands to sleep. God often grants such the desires of their 
hearts, and lets them sleep until the pangs of death take hold upon 
them. ‘ 

3. Professors of religion hold fast deceit and refuse to return, when 
they aré not aroused and reformed by the afflictive and trying events 
of divine providence. God has various ways of trying and proving 
his people. He tried his people of old that it might be seen whether 
they would be obedient unto him, and cleave to him in all circum 
stances. And they turned back, and tempted God, and limited the 
Holy One of Israel. 

So it is now. Sometimes he sends sickness and causes them to take 
a serious look into eternity. Sometimes he sends misfortunes, and 
removes the idols of wealth and pleasure to which they have given 
their hearts. Sometimes he suffers their reputation to be assailed by 
the tongue of slander to show them their sin in seeking the praise of 
men more than the praise of God. Sometimes the church is brought 
into peculiar difficulties,—its numbers are greatly diminished, and the 
frowns of Heaven are evidently upon it. Contentions arise, and op 
posers employ their weapons to weaken its friends and destroy it 
interests. 

Now, then, if professors are not aroused and reformed by these trials; 
if they are not humbled under a sense of their sins ;—if they are not 
made more faithful in duty, more prayerful and believing, it is a sad 
indication of great alienation from God. It is certain they are holding 
fast deceit. Just so it was in the days of Jeremiah, the prophet. Said 
he concerning the Jews, “O Lord, thou hast stricken them, but they 
have not grieved ; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to 
receive correction ; they have made their faces harder than a rock; 
they have refused to return.” 


4. Professors are guilty of the sin specified in the text, when theit 
conduct is manifestly in opposition to their prayers. 

Do not people often pray for holiness, and yet neglect the meats 
which are necessary to obtain holiness? Do they not refuse to deny 
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themselves in things which are unsuitable and wrong,—such as the 
indulgence of pride, or appetite, or jealousy, or ambition? Do they 
not avoid self-examination, and thus neglect the state of their hearts? 
While they pray to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior, do they not neglect the study of the Bible and contempla- 
tion on divine truth? ‘Yea, while they pray for holiness, do they not 
indulge in foolish talking and jesting, and suffer their minds to be 
filled with vanities, and their hearts to be occupied with impure asso- 
ciations? Isit not evident in such cases,—cases in which they pray for 
one thing and pursue after a directly opposite thing—that they hold fast 
deceit and refuse to return ? 

Do not some people pray to be kept from temptation and the snares 
of the devil, and then put themselves directly in the way of temptation, 
and step into the net which they know is spread for their feet? Do 
they not spend their time in the mere pursuit of pleasure, or at places 
of public resort where the profane and intemperate hold their revels ? 
Do they not sometimes ask to be kept from the way of the wicked, and 
then go right into their way,—adopt their principles and yield to their 
practices? And is not this holding fast deceit? Of what benefit was 
it for Judas to pray to be kept from evil, and then go away and take 
counsel with the enemies of Christ, and sell himself into their hands 
to accomplish their wicked designs? As little will it profit us to pray, 
unless we strive to live in a manner corresponding with our prayers. 

Persons under serious impressions, will pray that they may submit 
to God and do their duty, and yet stand out against God and resist all 
the motives which he has presented to induce them to perform their _ 
duty. They will seem to sigh for deliverance from sin, and at the same 
time be unwilling to part with sin and commence a life of holiness, 
How awfully do such provoke God by holding fast deceit and refusing 
to return ! 

Again, professors often pray for a revival of religion and the con- 
version of the impenitent ;. when yet nothing can prevail on them 
remove obstacles which prevent a revival. Nothing can move them 
to perform the duties which are necessary in order to such a desirable 
state of things. One has a difficulty with his fellow-christian, and 
will not do what he can and ought for the settlement of it. Another 
has not walked. orderly with the church according to his covenant 
vows, and will not make the proper acknowledgment and reform. 
Another is grieving his brethren by pursuing an improper business, 
and will notabandon it. Another is wilfully, or carelessly, or evasively 
withholding honest dues. And another is contending about principles 
and modes of operation of comparatively little importance ; and will not 
unite heart and hand for the promotion of a revival. Thus while they 
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pray for the prosperity of religion, they are standing in the way of its 
prosperity, and exert their whole influence to prevent it. 

So the Jews prayed for the coming of the Messiah and for the pros- 
perity of his kingdom, and yet rejected him when he had come. They 
hated his doctrines and his movements, and did all they could to prevent 
the progress of his kingdom. Our Savior, therefore, in his plainness, 
styled them hypocrites, who strained at a gnat and swallowed a camel; 
—who tithed mint, annise, and cummin,—were precise about certain 
things, but omitted the weightier matters of the law ;—-who in fact 
would neither enter into the kingdom themselves, nor suffer others to 
enter. 

Men hold fast deceit when they refuse to pray as God requires them 
to pray. Every one knows that formal, heartless, unbelieving prayers 
are offensive to God, and yet, how many continue to offer such prayers 
from week to week. The Lord has expressly forbidden such unmean- 
ing performances. He says, “bring no more vain oblations; incense 
is an abomination unto me; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting, 
When ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; 
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear.” And yet, how 
many persist in offering vain oblations unto the Lord, and weary him 
with their heartless, unbelieving prayers. They will not renounce their 
wicked unbelief. They will not shake off their stupidity. They will 
not come down into the dust and plead with importunity and faith. 
They know they ought to do this ;—that they ought to approach Goi 
with the confidence, and affection, and earnestness of needy children, 
and yet they will not do it. O how do such hold fast deceit and 
refuse to return ! 


5. Those are chargeable with this sin, who will not cease to be con 
formed to the world ;—who will persist in their supreme attachment 
and devotedness to it. No man can serve two masters, especially 
when they require directly opposite things. The love which God re 
quires, as due to himself, is supreme, and is to be manifested by serving 
him in preference to every thing else. But how can such love and 
such service be rendered by those who are devoted to worldly things; 
who prefer the enjoyment of sensual pleasures to the performance of 
duty ; or who would rather be rich and honorable than to have the 
favor of God? 

What would you think of a servant who should come to you in the 
morning, very seriously, and ask you what you would have him do 
through the day, and profess to be very ready to serve you exactly at 
cording to your pleasure ; who should go directly away and disregard 
all your orders, and spend his time in seeking his own pleasure, or it 
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attending to his own interests in opposition to yours? Suppose he 
should come to you, morning after morning, in the same manner, and, 
having obtained your instructions, should go and spend the day in 
slothfulness and self-indulgence! Would you not dismiss him as.an 
unfaithful and treacherous servant ? 
But, how many there are, who, when they have ascertained. the will 
of God, go and live in direct opposition to it. How often do people 
pray to be holy, and to be directed in duty, who will by no means re- 
nounce their sinful conformity to the world, and who are entirely un»; 
willing to walk in the path of duty. How many professed disciples 
of the Redeemer there are, who are so absorbed in worldly pursuits 
and. worldly enjoyments, that they can scarcely find time to pray at all, 
O how many ask to be weaned from the world, and yet cling to it 
with a grasp like the grasp of death! Weaned, indeed! Just as the 
Israelites were weaned from the lJecks and flesh pots of Egypt, when 
they were longing after them continually. Let it be remembered, that 
an inspired apostle declares, “if any man will be the friend of the 
world, he is the enemy of God.” The first transgression consisted 
primarily in withdrawing the confidence and affections of the: heart 
from God, and choosing sensible objects in preference to him. This 
has been substantially the ground of the controversy between God and 
men, down to thisday. He teaches us, saying, love not the world, nor 
the things of the world ;—seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness ;—lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven ; be ye holy, 
for lam holy. But, how many there are, even among professors of 
religion, who make the attainment of holiness, the favor of God, and 
eternal life, matters of secondary importance! Yea, rather, these 
things, which involve their interests for eternity, engage but a small 
portion of their attention, and seldom rouse them to any vigorous and 


self-denying efforts. Thus do they hold fast deceit and refuse to 
return. 


This subject teaches us, that an obedient temper is the great thing 
necessary. When Saul spared the best of the spoil taken’ from the 
Amalekites, contrary to the command of God, under the pretence, of 
offering it in sacrifice, Samuel said unto him, “ hath the Lord as great 
delight in burnt sacrifices-as in obeying the voice of the Lord? . Be- 
hold, to obey is better than sacrifice.” The offering of sacrifice is 
solemn mockery, if the heart be not obedient. It is a mere task, per; 
formed to quiet conscience or to purchase the favor of the Most High, 

Religious services, however numerous, and imposing they may be, 
Will not be acceptable, unless the heart be right with God; unless there 
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be a willingness to renounce every sin, and to obey in all things the 
divine will. The holding fast of any favorite sin shows a disobedient 
temper,—an heart not yet weaned from its idols;—an heart not fully 
set‘upon serving and honoring God. As an holy Being, therefore, he 
cannot be complacent to such, nor accept their offering. Says David, 
“if I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” The 
Savior has taught us most impressively that “not every one who saith, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 

Here, then, we may perceive what is necessary to acceptable and 
prevalent prayer. Jt is a love of holiness and a willingness to obey 
all’ God’s commands. Thus saith the Lord, to this man will I look, 
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit and trembleth at my 
word. Delight thyself in the Lord, and he will give thee the desires 
of thy heart. The holy Sovereign of the universe regards with in- 
finite complacency those who so believe his truth as to regulate their 
conduct by it;—who so believe his threatenings as to hasten their 
escape from the coming wrath ; and who so believe his promises as to 
make them the basis of their hopes, and incentives to the faithful per- 
formance of duty. Yea, if we delight in the perfections of Jehovah, 
and in his perfect government, and the way of salvation by which 
those perfections are manifested ; the desires of our hearts will be for 
things agreeable to his will, and therefore, they will be granted. With 
a benevolence which infinitely surpasses that of earthly parents, he 
bestows good gifts on those who obey and honor him. Accordingly, 
John says, “whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things which are pleasing to him.” This 
he declares as a matter of actual experience. His brethren, also, knew 
it to be a fact that they did receive the things they asked for ; and the 
apostle tells them, that the reason of it was their obedience to divine 
commands,—their habitual doing of the things which were pleasing to 
God. Let the same conscientious obedience to divine instructions 
prevail in the church now, and the world would soon cease to doubt 
the efficacy of prayer. 


The subject shows us one reason why religion is not more pros- 
perous. Behold the Lord’s hand is not shortened that he cannot save; 
neither is his ear heavy that he cannot hear; but our iniquities have 
separated between him and us, and our sins have hid his face from us. 
God is ever willing to bless his people when he can do it consistently 
with his glory. But he will not bless them in a way that will encou- 
tage them in their slothfulness and sins. They must put away theit 
sins ;—they must cease to hold fast deceit; and they must return unto 
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the Lord with full purpose of heart. Return unto me and I will re- 
turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. God is ready to fulfil his 
promise. He will not fail to do it, when the conditions are performed 
on our part. : 

If, then, the present favor of the Most High is not enjoyed, we 
are the cause of this most lamentable deprivation. If he hides his 
face from us, we make it necessary for him todo it. If the influences 
of the Spirit are withholden, we have shut up the heavens and made 
them as brass over our heads. 

Who, then, will lay this to heart, and now return unto the Lord? 
Why should not this be a year of unprecedented mercy. and of abound- 
ing grace to the churches? Why, beloved brethren, may we not see 
the visions of the prophets realized, when it shall come to pass that . 
the church shall awake and put on her strength, and deck herself in 
her beautiful garments ; when the watchmen shall lift up the voice, 
and with the voice sing together, and when they shall see eye to eye ;— 
when the waste places shall break forth into joy and sing together ;— 
when the Lord shall make bare his holy arm in the eyes of all nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the:salvation of God? 
Who will dare to stay this blessing by holding fast deceit and :re- 
fusing to return? Who, this year, will do ‘his parttoward securing 
such rich spiritual mercies, by his holy pana set his fervent prayers, 
and his perseyering efforts ? : 
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DYING THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS 


Nompens xxiii: 10.—Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his, 


A marsHat of France, mortally wounded in a great battle, exclaim- 
ed in madness,—“ I will not die.” He invoked the name of Napoleon, 
as if the mighty emperor could save him from death. But he died. 
“No man hath power over the spirit, to retain the spirit: neither hath 
he power in the day of death : and there is no discharge in that war.” 
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“ What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death?” Die, we all 
must, We hear of dying like a hero—like a philosopher—like a man. 
We also hear of dying like a Christian. 

It may be profitable to inquire, why we may wish “to die the death 
of the righteous.” 


1, Not because there is no pain in his death. 

The separation of the soul from the body, is usually attended with 
great agonies. Every one has been taught to anticipate suffering, 
perhaps intense and indescribable, at the termination of life. Death 
is ofien styled the “ king of terrors,” and eloquence, both in poetry and 
prose, has often made its highest efforts in a description of the inevi- 
table hour. God has so ordained it, that there is no essential distine- 
tion in respect to physical anguish, between the death of the just and 
that of the unjust. Although some good men have passed so quietly 
and calmly into the eternal world, that we might say of them, that 
“like the morning star,” they “melted away into the light of heaven ;” 
others have suffered pain the most excruciating and intolerable. We 
are not then to desire the death of the righteous, because we shall 
thereby obtain any exemption from the struggles, and spasms, and 
throes of expiring mortality. 


2. Neither because there is no suddenness in his departure. 

Sometimes a lingering, chronic disease slowly wastes away the sys- 
tem, and the dying man is warned “to set his house in order.” In 
general, however, whether death comes by the instrumentality of some 
fatal accident, or by the assault of some destructive disease, it comes 
unexpectedly, and therefore suddenly. |The hour of the dreadful 
visitation is unknown to all, whether righteous or unrighteous. No 
vision or angel announces to the child of God that his days are soon 
to be finished. And melancholy examples show us, that Christians 
are often found sleeping, when the voice of the Son of Man is heard 
at their door. 


3. The death of the righteous may be desired, not because there are 
no violent and distressing sunderings of earthly attachment. 

The Christian may have many ties, which bind him to life. He 
may have relations and friends, most near and devoted, ,Often he 
leaves a bereaved wife and children to the cold mercies of a selfish 
world, From these he is summoned away, and it may be. under cit- 
cumstances most trying to the sensibilities of natural affection. The 
separation is like tearing the heart-strings into shreds. 
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4, We may wish to die the death of the righteous, not because. the 
chamber of his disease is well furnished. with earthly comforts. 

The good man is often poor in every thing but piety,—destitute of 
all treasure, save that which is laid up in heaven. His bed may be of 
straw or of earth. He may have no cordials to alleviate his bodily 
sufferings—no earthly friend may give even a cup of cold water. to 
cool the fever of his burning frame. All this, and much more may 
be true of him; or it may be, that he is surrounded with all the lux- 
uries of affluence. Whether the one or the other be his condition, 
depends not upon the fact, that he is a good man. He may bea 
friend of God, whether in worldly circumstances he is like Lazarus 
or like Abraham. 


5. We may wish to die the death of the righteous, not because there 
ts renown in his death. 

The “everlasting remembrance of the righteous,” is in Sem 
Some, indeed, who have died the friends of God, have left a memorial, 
which gathers fresh glory, as it passes down from generation to gene- 
ration. But of very many whose death was “ precious in the sight.of 
the Lord,” it must be said, that they died “ unnoticed, unhonored, and 
unsung.” While the bard and the orator, the painter and the sculp- 
tor, have vied with each other in efforts to perpetuate the fame of some 
splendid miscreant,—a thousand holy men, of whom the world. was 
not worthy, have risen to their thrones of light, without receiving 
from these heralds of celebrity the passing tribute of a glance. How 
little of sacred dust sleeps in abbeys and mausoleums! How few are 
the statues and portraits of the redeemed, in the galleries of sculpture 
and painting, or in the saloons of the rich and the noble ! 


6. We may wish to die the death of the righteous, not because. he 
dies without enemies. 

Seldom does the upright man escape the calumnies and. aspersions 
of the malignant; however pure his motives and unexceptionable his . 
conduct, it is rare that the"most pious citizen of any community goes 
down to his tomb with unanimous benedictions upon his soul and his 
memory. It does not silence the tongue of detraction; and the grave 
is not the burial-place of enmities. 

They who die in the Lord, may leave behind them a legacy of vit- 
tuous example. Though dead, they may yet speak to many thousands 
of their fellow men, And even if no monuments preserve the record 
of their existence upon the earth, they may live for ages in the silence 
of useful influences. Still it is a humiliating fact, that their “good” 





172 DYING THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 


is often carefully “interred with their bones,” while their real or alleged 
“evil lives after them,” in the hearts and upon the tongues of slanderers 
and liars. 


7. We may wish to die the death of the righteous, not because he 
has confessed Christ before men. 

A profession of religion hardly affords a presumption in favor of 
piety. Who, alas! may not contrive to obtain access to the holy or- 
dinance of the Lord’s supper ?—A Judas as well as “a beloved disci- 
ple,” may have a name in the churches. I proceed to say that 


8. We may wish to die the death of the righteous, not because he 
anticipates a future retribution. 

Many have died in great agonies of remorse, who would have died 
like the brutes that perish, if they had not had an anticipation of the 
realities of eternity. There was within them a fearful looking for of 
judgment. ‘They could not die like Hume, whose last hours are re- 
ported by his companions to have been full of gayety; or like Mira- 
be#u, the leading demon of the French Revolution—who exclaimed: 
“Tam going to die. When we come to this, we must bind the head 
with fillets, perfume ourselves, crown ourselves with flowers, and sleep 
tranquilly 'the last sleep!” He expired, it is said, “with a convulsive 
laugh!” Fellow-traveller to eternity, may I ask you,—whether Hume 
died as a philosopher, or asa fool? Died Mirabeau as a sage, or, asa 
savage ? 

Far different, in any circumstances whatever, is the anticipation of 
@ future retribution by the righteous man. Yet this anticipation is 
often distressing to his soul, from his consciousness of guilt and un- 
worthiness. Hence he fears death: and “through fear’of death,” he 
may be “all his life-time subject to bondage.” 


9. Neither may we wish to die the death of the righteous, because 
he may be willing to die. 

Men who have no love of God, and no good hope of heaven, may be 
willing to die. Bereavement, or the failure of ambitious schemes, of 
the loss of property, or the shame of disgrace, or pain of body, or hope 
of posthumous renown, or moral stupefaction, or unauthorized expec 
tations of felicity, may make men willing to die. How strange, thet, 
that any should be satisfied with a mere willingness to die, as if such 
a state of mind in a dying friend were an evidence of favor with God! 
Surely it is not this, which should inspire a wish to die the death of 


the righteous. 
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_10 Nor should we wish to have our last end like his; because he 
may have a confident expectation of happiness in heaven. 

The unrighteous, as well as the righteous, may “have hope in his 
death.” There can be no doubt, that many, in'their last hours, are 
deluded by phantoms of the imagination, which they call visions of 
glory. Often have individuals, when supposed to be past recovering, 
sung in raptures of the heaven which they saw in prospect. They 
longed for a release from the body. Yet some of these have unexpect- 
edly regained their health_What became of their piety? of their 
willingness to die? of their transporting assurances “of an’ eternal 
weight of’glory ?”—their subsequent years were years of sin, and they 
died without hope and without God. But if they had departed at a 


previous period, their death would have been proclaimed as a triumph 
of faith! 


In relation to this point, there are worns of Christ, which ought to 
be SPIRIT AND LIFE to each one of us. “ Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonder- 
ful works? And then will I profess unto them, I NEVER KNEW you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Must not these have died 
in a confident expectation of “awaking to everlasting life?” And hoy 


tremendous their “shame and everlasting contempt !” 


The true Christian may have an assurance of faith. Thousands of 
believers have found the Savior “ precious” to their. departing spirits, 
As the shadows of the grave were deepening around them, their eyes 
have beamed the full glories of the city, which hath the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb for the taut thereof. Such may be the last 
end of the righteous: or it may be, that from a constitutional infirmity 
of body or of mind; or from the operation of disease ; or from a deep 
and constant persuasion of personal sinfulness ; or from want of con- 
fidence in the “exceeding great and precious promises ;”—“an heir of 
God and a joint heir with Christ,” may have no other hope than that 
which fears and trembles—The good man’s sun may go down in 
clouds, or it may set in glory. 


Why, then, may we wish to die the death of the righteous? Having 
specified and illustrated some of those considerations, which do not 
afford a sufficient reason for such a wish, I shall now answer the ques- 
tion directly and explicitly. And 


1. He is prepared to die. 
He has complied with the terms of salvation. He has had godly 
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sorrow for his sins, and has believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
has been born again. ‘Thus, 


2. He has a title to an inheritance with them that are sanctified. 

“ He that believeth hath everlasting life.” “In heaven” he has “a 
better, an enduring substance.” There he will “rest from his labors.” 
There he will sin no more. There'he shall have no more “ sorrow,” 
for “God shall wipe all tears from his eyes.” Yes, Christian friends, 
faithful is he that promises. You shall “be kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation.” Though your pilgrimage may be 
long and dreary, you shall safely “pass over Jordan.” You shall go 
up to “ Mount Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon your heads.” 
You shall be companions of those “ who have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” You shall sing anthems 
of redemption, with the “ spirits of just men made perfect ;” and your 
adoring voices shall unite with “the innumerable company of angels,” 
in shouting, ALLELUIA, FoR THE LorD Gop OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH. 


3. Consider, that if you do not die the death of the righteous, you 
are lost forever. 

“ Except ye repent, ye shall all perish.—He that believeth not, shall 
be damned.—Exeept a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.—We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.— 
The ungodly shall not stand in the judgment. They that have done 
good shall come forth to the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil to the resurrection of damnation. These shall go away into 
everlasting punishment; but the righteous into life eternal.” What 
language can be plainer or more awful? And yet how are these scrip- 
tures “wrested!” With what indifference or contempt do multitudes 
treat “the wrath to come!” Surely “the heart of the sons of men is 
full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and after 
that they go to the dead !” 

How infatuated are those who claima part in the felicities of heaven, 
in consideration of natural gifts or qualities, or earthly attainments 
and distinctions! What can be more irrational than an anticipation 
of joys at God’s right hand, while the heart is enmity against God, 
and is not subject to the law or the gospel? Men may gather in 
crowds around the biers of the favorites of wealth, beauty, genius, 
learning, power; they may chant peace to the departed, in their 
dirges and requiems ; they may celebrate talents, qualities, or achieve- 
ments, in the lofty notes of funeral eulogium ; they may pour out their 
hearts like water, in their wailing lamentations ; but all this incense 
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of panegyric will not give to God a ransom for him who died a des- 
piser of the cross, and an enemy of all righteousness. He must “perish, 
and that without remedy.” “What shall it profit a man, if he gain 
the whole world, and lose his soul?’ O with what emotions will 
many whom the world has honored, behold the righteous, the humble 


follower of Jesus, in the kingdom of heaven, and themselves cmp 
out ! 


I cannot close, without distinctly reminding you, my hearers, that a 
wish to die the death of the righteous—however sincere and ardent 
it may be,—is no evidence of fitness to die such a death. 

I cannot doubt, that thousands who hear the gospel, wish to secure 
the heaven of the gospel. They continue in a course of impenitence, 
waiting a more “convenient season” to prepare to meet their God. 
They have more flowers of sin to gather and enjoy, before they can 
find time to go to the garden of God, and obtain the fruit of the tree of 
life. Thus they live and thus they die. O how many have been 
constrained to say—“ The haevett 4 is past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved !” 

How was it with Balaam? Were not his wishes expressed in the 
beautiful language of the text? Yet does not an apostle tell us, that 
he loved the wages of unrighteousness, and was rebuked for his ini- 
quity ? And was not the church of Pergamos obnoxious to severe 
censure, because there were those among its members, who held “ the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumbling block be- 
fore the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to 
commit fornication?” Such was the man who wished to die the 
death of the righteous and to have his last end like his! And have 
not many, in every age of the church, cherished the same wish ; and 
notwithstanding all their intentions and hopes to the contrary, died 
at last the death of the impenitent, unbelieving, and unregenerate? 

My friends, you must live the life, if you would die the death, of the 
Christian. Whatever may be your present hope, be assured, that un- 
less “Christ is in you the hope of glory’—your hope will perish, when 
God taketh away the soul. If you bring not forth fruit unto repent- 
ance, you plainly evince that you are trusting to a refuge, which 
the hail will sweep away, when God shall lay judgment to the line 
and righteousness to the plummet. 

When the good man can look back upon years spent, in some 
humble measure, according to the principles of the “ faith once deli- 
vered to the saints,” he may approach his grave with an unfaltering 
trust. When the prevailing purpose of his soul has been to glorify 
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God, he may feel “ready to be offered,” and with humble confidence 
may anticipate a “crown of life” in the day of the Lord Jesus. 0, has 
he been valiant for the truth and gloried only in the cross ?—Then 
may he hope to see, in his last moments, as did the dying Payson, “the 
celestial city full in his view ;” to have “its glories beam upon him, its 
breezes fan him, its odors wafted to him, its sounds strike upon his ears, 
and its spirit breathed into his heart.” 





“ Sweet is the scene when virtue dies, 
When sinks a righteous soul to rest ; 
How mildly beam the closing eyes, 
How gently heaves the expiring breast. 


So fades the summer cloud away, 

So sinks the gale when storms are o’er, 
So gently shuts the eye of day, 

So dies a wave along the shore. 


Triumphant smiles the victor brow, 
Fann’d by some angel’s purple wing ; 

O grave where is thy victory now ? 
Invidious death where is thy sting ? 


A holy quiet reigns around, 
A calm which nothing can destroy ; 
Naught can disturb that peace profound, 
Which their unfettered souls enjoy. 


Farewell, conflicting joys and fears, 
Where light and shade alternate dwell ; 
How bright th’ unchanging morn appears ! 

Farewell, inconstant world, farewell ! 


Its duty done, as sinks the clay, 
Light from its load the spirit flies, 
While heaven and earth combine to say, 
* Sweet is the scene when virtue dies.’” 





